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therefore I am. He then 'proved' the existence of God, 
and God became the guarantor of all other certain 
knowledge that could be discovered. From these 
certain principles he deduced physical laws and so 
on. Descartes still did experiments; it was not all in 
his head, but he was determined to make sure that 
his thoughts were absolutely beyond doubt. 6 

As it turned out, a lot of the physics that Descartes 
did wasn't all that successful. He concluded, for 
instance, that it was impossible for there to be a 
vacuum in space. So the method was not entirely 
reliable as a practical tool for things like science. 

The basic idea of modernism was that people 
believed science could solve most problems, and 
that with that tool humanity could understand 
all of reality.7 The modern era was an immensely 
optimistic time. Intellectually, people could be 

--

sure about what was true; !?ie1:1;t!ficalll,. knowledge 
would grow all the time; socially, technology would 
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conquer illness, there would be growing prosperity; 
in all, humanity was progressing triumphantly. 
The world was expanding; more exploration was 
taking place, and new countries and civilisations 
were being discovered all the time. This was seen 
as a triumph for the countries that 'discovered' 
them. These countries, by right of discovery, 
belonged to the colonial power, and increased its 
wealth and prestige. It was not such good news for 
those being conquered and subjugated-something 
postmodernists rightly remind us of. Western man 
was dominating the world and there was no reason 
to think that he would not continue to do so. 

It was an optimism based on a strong feeling of 
certainty. The use of reason and experiment, the two 
main systems about how to reach certain knowledge, 
were both foundationalist. That is, they both started 
from certain knowledge, whether it was empirical 
fact or self-evident truths. There were things you 
could know for sure, through the experimental 



method of science and the exercise of your own 

reason. These foundational truths were certain for 

everyone and for all time, and would give mankind a 

great deal of power. 

Human reason and naturalistic principles began 

to triumph over the old, archaic systems of power. 

Revolutionaries such as Voltaire and Rosseau in 

France, and Thomas Paine, Thomas Jefferson and 

Benjamin Franklin in America, wrote treatises 

about the rights of man (women would come later) 

with a confidence in the future, and in the ability 

of political reform to solve problems. The title of 

Thomas Paine's book, The Age of Reason, sums it 

all up.8 

mean 

In the early modern period, during the scientific 

revolution, God was definitely part of the picture. The 

Royal Society stated that it wished to demonstrate 

the 'power and wisdom, and goodness of the Creator, 

as it is displayed in the admirable order, and 

workmanship of the Creatures.' Indeed this kind 

of statement is very common in scientific writing of 

the time. Robert Boyle, for instance, seems to have 

been entirely genuine that his motivation for doing 

science was the glory of God. Isaac Newton included 
God in his cosmology. 

What is frequently overlooked 1s the contribution 

that the Christian worldview played in the 
development of modern science. Professor Rodney
Stark argues that the origin of science lay in
monotheism and concluded 'science could only arise
m a culture dominated by belief in a conscious,
rational, all-powerful creator.'10 Stark's argument
is that medieval scholars laid down a base of belief
man orderly universe created by an orderly God-a
system of thought that provided the impetus for the
search for physical theories of an ordered universe;
the quest to describe it mathematically and strive

I had no idea that 

the men whose 

science I used day 

by day - Newton, 

Pascal, Leibnitz, and 

Boyle for example ... 

were among a galaxy 

of scientists who 

had a conviction 

of God's existence 

that resulted in a 

dedication of their 

lives to him. 10 
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